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Dear colleagues and friends,

We are sending you Vol. 27 of Tokyo Metropolitan Government: WHAT’S UP,
the email newsletter issued by the International Affairs Division of the

Tokyo Metropolitan Government.

Today’s contents:

® Disaster Preparedness

Natural disasters are a frequent occurrence. Disaster Preparedness Day reminds
the people of Japan and Tokyo to take steps to protect their lives by preparing for
the risk of storms, floods, earthquakes, and other disasters.

® Measures Taken by the TMG to Counter Summer Heat

With much of the world, including Japan, experiencing hotter summers, this
month we would like to introduce measures being taken by the TMG to counter
the heat.

® Release of the Hyper Edohaku Smartphone Game App

The Tokyo Metropolitan Edo-Tokyo Museum has released the Hyper Edohaku
game app to give users a new and exciting way to experience viewing the
museum’s collection.

® Tokyo Parasports Month

To celebrate the one-year anniversary of the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, held
in August and September 2021, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government has
designated August and September as “Tokyo Parasports Month.” By establishing
Tokyo Parasports Month and working with various entities to implement a variety
of initiatives, Tokyo is working to expand the Para sports movement.



Disaster Preparedness
L
On September 1, 1923, the Great Kanto Earthquake struck Tokyo and the surrounding areas
causing wide devastation. To ensure that this day is never forgotten, deepen awareness
about disasters, and encourage citizens to be better prepared, September 15! has been

designated as Disaster Preparedness Day.

Natural disasters are a frequent occurrence around the world. Disaster Preparedness Day
reminds the people of Japan to take steps to protect their lives by preparing for the risk of
storms, floods, earthquakes, and other disasters. We hope that Japan’s Disaster
Preparedness Day will also inspire you to review and reinforce your preparations for a
disaster. In addition, we hope that the resources provided by the Tokyo Metropolitan
Governmentintroduced below will be helpful as a reference.

The actions that you should take in the event of a disaster vary depending on where you live
and the type of disaster (earthquake, storm, flood, etc.). We encourage you to always be
familiar with your area and the appropriate actions to take. This will enable you to act without
hesitation when a disasteris imminent.

Examples of Disaster Preparedness Resources Provided by the TMG

Protecting lives from storms and floods: Tokyo My Timeline

Typhoons and heavyrain are disasters that can be predicted. By using the Tokyo My Timeline
to plot out actions that need to be taken in chronological order and creating a “my timeline
sheet,” Tokyo residents can confirm the appropriate steps to take when a major storm or
flood strikes.

Tokyo Stockpile Navi
For those who are unfamiliar with the concept of stockpiling in preparation for a disaster and
those who are unsure of how much to stockpile, this site provides basic information,

examples of the types of items that should be stockpiled, and more.
Tokyo Metropolitan Disaster Prevention Map
Viewing the map, users can confirminformation, including the locations of evacuation centers

and evacuation areas and the operation status of evacuation centers.

Tokyo Disaster Preparedness App


https://www.bichiku.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/en/

This app is full of useful contents, including the texts of both disaster preparedness books
published by the TMG—Disaster Preparedness Tokyo and Disaster Readiness Guide:
Prepare Yourself and Your Family. It also allows users to access disaster prevention maps

and other resources online.

L
Measures Taken by the TMG to Counter Summer Heat

L

Japan, like many areas of the world, continues to experience hot summer weather. The Tokyo

Metropolitan Government is implementing the following measures to counter the summer

heat.

® Creation of “cool spots”
The TMG is promoting the creation of “cool spots” to alleviate the heat by providing support
to municipalities and businesses that are working actively to install misting systems, plant

flowers and greenery, and other related initiatives.

® Promotion of uchimizu activities

Uchimizu is a Japanese summer tradition where water is sprinkled onto streets. Sprinkling
water in front of houses and shops helps to ease the summer heat by lowering the ground
surface temperature and the ambient temperature. The metropolitan governmentis working
with Tokyo residents and businesses to expand the practice of uchimizu.

Click here to see a video demonstrating uchimizu.

® Installation of “cool pavements” and appropriate maintenance and management of trees
To reduce the rise in surface temperature on metropolitan roads, mainly in the center core
area of Tokyo, the TMG is installing “cool pavements,” such as solarheat-blocking pavements
and water-retaining pavements. In preparation for the Tokyo 2020 Games, as part of
measures to combat heat, installation of special pavement on a total of approx. 157
kilometers of metropolitan roads, including roads slated for competition use, was completed
by the end of fiscal 2020.

In addition, to secure shade from the strong rays of the hot summer sun, we are advancing

the systematic pruning of trees along roads to increase the tree canopy.


https://uchimizubiyori.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/movie/

Information on other measures to counter the heat, initiatives for power conservation, and
more is being distributed via the TMG Bureau of Environment’s official Twitter account in

English and Japanese. Please take a look!
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Release of the Hyper Edohaku Game App

The Tokyo Metropolitan Edo-Tokyo Museum has released the Hyper Edohaku game
smartphone app, which offers a new and exciting way to experience viewing the museum’s
collection. Taking on the role of Edohakun, a teenage boy who lives in Edo, which was
renamed Tokyo in 1868 , users collect 100 items from the museum’s collection hidden
throughout the city as they explore it.

Jointly developed by the Edo-Tokyo Museumand a game development company, the game
recreates the area around the Ryogokubashi Bridge and the Sumida River in 3D, based on
the model displayed in the museum’s permanent exhibition hall. The game also offers an
immersive experience which allows users to observe their surroundings as if they have
traveled back in time. There are also plans to further develop the game to include virtual

reality and other functions in the future.

The Edo-Tokyo Museum is currently closed for major renovations through fiscal 2025.
However, through the development of such online initiatives, the museum can continue to
provide contents that enable the world to learn about daily life in Edo-Tokyo, as well as the
city’s culture and history.

Visit the Hyper Edohaku: The Edo-Tokyo Museum App dedicated website for more details.

(i0S and Android versions available)


https://twitter.com/Environment_TMG
https://twitter.com/tochokankyo
https://hyper.edohaku.jp/en/

Tokyo Parasports Month

The Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games heightened interest and support for Para sports. It is
essential that we keep this momentum going and ensure that Para sports are firmly
established in our society.

To achieve this and to celebrate the one-year anniversary of the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
Games, held in August and September 2021, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government has
designated August and September as “Tokyo Parasports Month.” By establishing Tokyo
Parasports Month and working with various entities to implement a variety of initiatives, Tokyo
is working to expand the Para sports movement.

Through such efforts, we aim to make Tokyo an inclusive city where people of diverse
backgrounds live side by side and accept one another.

To celebrate the one-year anniversary of the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, an event was
held at Ariake Arena, which served as the venue for wheelchair basketball. Other events will
also be held throughout Tokyo to enable people to experience the appeal and excitement of
Para sports.

Click here for details.

In addition, we hope that you take the time to read “Sharing the Experience,” a Tokyo Updates

article featuring the experiences of Field Cast and City Cast volunteers at the Tokyo 2020
Games.



https://parasportsgekkan.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/
https://parasportsgekkan.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/
https://parasportsgekkan.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/

Please look forward to future issues featuring the latest initiatives taken by the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government. We will be more than happy if this information serves as reference
to you in tackling the challenges our cities share in common.
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Find more information on the TMG website.
You can view previous issues of WHAT'S UP here.

This mail is sent to colleagues who have exchanged contact details with us in
the past.
If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please inform us by email.
If you would like to have it sent to another email address, or would like to add
another email address, please also inform us by email.
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