Tokyo Metropolitan Government 2021.3.30
WHATS UP Vol. 3

Dear colleagues,

We are sending you Vol. 3 of Tokyo Metropolitan Government: WHAT’'S UP, the email newsletter
issued by the International Affairs Division of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government.

Today’s contents:
(1) Governor Koike attends the Zero Carbon City International Forum held on March 17

(2) Governor Koike to participate in the Global Technology Governance Summit on April 7

(3) Tokyo releases a message with fellow CHANGE member cities on International
Women’s Day (March 8)

(4) Introduction to the construction of rainwater storage facilities as a climate change
adaptation measure.

(5) Special online tour: Cherry blossom season is here!

(1) Governor Koike attends the Zero Carbon City International Forum held on March 17

Governor Koike attended the online Zero Carbon City International Forum, organized by Japan’s
Ministry of the Environment, and introduced some of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government’s
initiatives for decarbonization, including its urban cap-and-trade program, the first of its kind in the
world, and Tokyo’s provision of policy support focused on buildings to Kuala Lumpur. She also
spoke about Tokyo’s promotion of hydrogen energy and green finance initiatives.

Participants at this session, including the Mayor of Kuala Lumpur, Governor of Hawaii, Mayor of
Chefchaouen, Mayor of Bonn, Leader of Glasgow City Council, and Japan’s Minister of the
Environment, discussed the importance of the role of cities and cooperation between cities.

Please use the following links to access a recorded video of the meeting and a detailed program.

Video of the meeting (YouTube)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g44RSHL40Cs

*Governor Koike’s presentation starts 26 min 54 sec into the video.

Zero Carbon City International Forum program
https://www.iges.or.jp/en/events/20210317

(2) Governor Koike to participate in the Global Technology Governance Summit on April 7


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g44RSHL4OCs
https://www.iges.or.jp/en/events/20210317

Governor Koike will take part in the Leading Industry Transformation Session of the World Economic
Forum’'s Global Technology Governance Summit. The governor plans to speak about the future of
Tokyo’s digital transformation. The session can be viewed on the forum’s website. We hope that you

can find the time to watch it.

Session date and time: Wednesday, April 7, 2021, from 9:00 to 9:45 p.m. (Japan Standard Time),
1:00 to 1:45 p.m. (GMT)

Site where the session can be viewed: https://www.weforum.org/events/global-technology-governance-
summit-2021

(3) Tokyo releases a message with fellow CHANGE member cities on International
Women’s Day (March 8)

In honor of International Women’s Day, March 8, Governor Koike and other leaders of CHANGE
member cities jointly released a message titled “On International Women’s Day, we must not let a

year of Covid reverse decades of progress in gender equality”.

Tokyo, Barcelona, Freetown, London, Los Angeles, and Mexico City established the City Hub and
Network for Gender Equity (CHANGE) in November 2020. The network of cities aims to pursue
gender equality. The International Women’s Day message is available on CHANGE's official social

media account (Twitter) and its website. We hope that you will visit both sites.

Official website
https://citieschange.org/

CHANGE official Twitter account
https://twitter.com/CitiesChange/status/13689125916 24564739

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government is working to realize gender equality, including eliminating the
gender gap in employment rate and disparity in wages.

(4) Introduction to the construction of rainwater storage facilities as a climate change
adaptation measure.

In October 2019, Typhoon Hagibis caused a record maximum hourly rainfall of 72mm in western
Tokyo. Due to the effects of climate change, the risk of typhoons growing stronger than ever,

torrential rain, and other natural disasters is increasing.


https://www.weforum.org/events/global-technology-governance-summit-2021
https://www.weforum.org/events/global-technology-governance-summit-2021
https://citieschange.org/
https://twitter.com/CitiesChange/status/1368912591624564739

To prevent and reduce damage from natural disasters and make Tokyo a more resilient city, the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government is advancing the construction of hard infrastructure. This time, we
would like to introduce Virtual Reality (VR) Tours of Tokyo Sewerage System. This feature on the
Bureau of Sewerage’s website provides 360-degree virtual tours inside systems for flood damage
mitigation including a sewer system under construction and facilities that temporarily store rainwater
when torrential rain occurs. Click here to experience the rarely seen inside of these underground
structures. Please also click here to view a leaflet titled Tokyo Sewerage Systems: Sustainable
Solutions for Global Challenges, which also contains information on flood control measures being
undertaken by Tokyo’s Bureau of Sewerage.

(5) Special online tour: Cherry blossom season is here!

Although Japan is beautiful all year round, it would not be an exaggeration to say that spring is the
best season to travel here. Hanami, literally flower viewing, an old Japanese custom, also takes
place here in the spring when the cherry blossoms bloom. This year, however, COVID-19 has made
it difficult to travel to Japan, as well as to take part in flower viewing festivities. Therefore, we have
prepared some images of hanami for you to enjoy online until the day comes when visitors can
return to Japan to appreciate the blossoms once more. The site below introduces one of Tokyo’s
most famous cherry blossom viewing locations—Chidorigafuchi. The view of flower petals floating
on the surface of the water adds to the beautiful atmosphere. Please enjoy.

- Chidori-ga-fuchi Moat -Tokyo's postcard-perfect cherry blossom spot-

https://www.gotokyo.org/en/spot/45/index.html (The photos shown are from spring 2019.)

Please check out the social media accounts managed by the TMG International PR Team.

Twitter:  https:/twitter.com/Tokyo_gov

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TokyoGov/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channe /UCCfgVNWo4kogGJGcb2nG-Hw

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/tokyo_gov/

You can view previous issues of Tokyo Metropolitan Government: WHAT’S UP here.

International Affairs Division
Office of the Governor for Policy Planning, Tokyo Metropolitan Government

https://www.seisakukik aku.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/en/diplomacy/
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If you would like to have it sent to another email address, or would like to add another email address,

please also inform us by email.
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